Genie: Secret of a Wild Child

Viewing Guide and Reflection Questions

1. Describe the conditions under which Genie grew up until the age of 13 and how these affected her ability to use language at the time she was discovered.

2. List and describe at least 3 types of experiments that were conducted with Genie in order to assess her ability to learn language.

3. What was the result of the “sleep study” conducted shortly after Genie was discovered and how do these results affect the conclusions that can be drawn from Genie’s case?

4. What was the role of Susan Curtiss in Genie’s treatment and development?

Browse online and find at least two citations to Susan Curtiss and the Genie case. Write down the addresses of the web pages where you can read more about Genie’s case and Susan Curtiss’s role.

5. What are the parallels between Genie’s case and that of the French “Wild Child” of Aveyron, as portrayed in the François Truffaut film and as described by Harlan Lane in the Genie documentary?

6. The film points out several ethical or scientific flaws in the doctors’ handling of Genie’s case. Mention at least three of these.

7. Describe Genie’s emergent stages of language development, concluding with the highest level of language proficiency which Genie achieved (as discussed by Susan Curtiss in the film).

8. In a paragraph or two, write your own reaction to this film and post your response 

(to this question only) to the homework assignment section of the online class 

community.

