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Communicative Language Teaching (Ch9) 
 

Introduction 

In this lesson, students will learn about Communicative Language Teaching, or CLT. CLT is 
one way of teaching for the development of communicative competence, which can be defined 
as the ability to use the language appropriately in a given social situation. CLT tends to 
emphasize language functions such as requesting, apologizing, or inviting. It has proven to be 
an extremely influential way of language teaching, even today. 
 

Learning Objectives 

• Students will learn about Communicative Language Teaching and its techniques and 
principles. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

• Principles: Students will be able to describe key principles of Communicative 
Language Teaching such as its goal, the difference between “linguistic competence” 
and “communicative competence”, the importance of social context, and authentic 
language and communication. 

• Techniques: Students will be able to describe and express their thoughts about the 
predominant techniques and resources used in a Communicative Language Teaching 
lesson. 

• Application: Students will be able to create a sequence of activities for a given set of 
resources (i.e., Information Gap, Picture Strip Story) that follow the principles and 
techniques of Communicative Language Teaching. 

 

Key Vocabulary 

• Language functions (p. 115) 
• Linguistic competence (p. 115) 
• Communicative competence (p. 115) 
• Communicative Approach (p. 115) 
• “fuzzy” and flexible (p. 115) 
• Authentic language and communication (p. 119, p. 121) 
• Communicative event (p. 120) 
• Cohesion and coherence (p. 120) 
• Social context (p. 121) 
• Interlocutor roles (p. 121) 
• Morrow’s three characteristics of communicative activities: information gap, choice, 

feedback (p. 122) 
• Authentic materials, scrambled sentences, language games, picture strip story, role-play 

(pp. 126-128) 
 

Video (watch before class) 

• https://youtu.be/3kRT-rsKxn4 
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CLT Survey 
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Understanding Communicative Language Teaching 

1. What is the goal of Communicative Language Teaching? 
 
 
 
 
2. What is linguistic competence? What is communicative competence? How are they 

different? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What are language functions? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Experience 

4. Consider the Communicative Language Teaching video, the sample lesson in the textbook 
(pp. 116-119), and the observations and principles of Communicative Language Teaching 
(pp. 119-125). 

 
a) What are the language functions in the lessons? 

 
 
 
 

b) Consider Morrow’s three features of communication – information gap, choice, 
and feedback – on textbook pages 122-123. Explain how these three features of 
communication are incorporated in the lessons. 

 
• Information Gap 

 
 
 
 

• Choice 
 
 
 
 

• Feedback 
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Reviewing the Techniques 

5. Communicative language teaching uses tasks, games, and authentic materials extensively. 
Match the techniques below with their description. 

 
Authentic Materials  � • A wide range of activities that are generally 

intended to provide an interesting and 
entertaining way of developing communication 
skills, particularly speaking and listening. 

Scrambled Sentences  � • Activities that give students the opportunity to 
practice communicating in different social 
contexts and in different social roles. They can 
be more or less structured. 

Language Games  � • Activities that uses images to facilitate 
communication. They can help students to 
develop problem-solving skills and also provide 
students with practice in negotiating meaning. 

Picture Strip Story  � • Newspaper articles, weathers forecasts, menus, 
timetables, pop songs, and other kinds of 
resources that are realistic (not necessarily 
genuine) examples of actual language use. 

Role Play  � • A mixed-up text or dialogue that students have 
to sequence correctly as a way of teaching them 
about cohesion and coherence. 

 
 

What do you think? 

6. Let’s find out what everyone thinks about Communicative Language Teaching. The 
textbook on page 128 asks several questions for reflection. First, choose one question that 
you want to discuss with your classmates. Second, prepare a sample answer to share with 
the class. 

 
a) Is achieving communicative competence a goal for which you should prepare your 

students? 
b) Would you adopt a functional syllabus? 
c) Should a variety of language forms be presented at one time? 
d) Are there times when you would emphasize fluency over accuracy? 
e) Do these or any other principles of Communicative Language Teaching make 

sense to you? 
f) Would you ever use language games, problem-solving tasks, or role-plays? When? 
g) Should all your activities include the three features of communication? 
h) Should authentic language be used? 
i) Why do we say that communication is a process? 
j) What does it mean to say that the linguistic forms speaker uses it should be 

appropriate to the social context? 
 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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In-Class Activity #1 (Information Gap) 

7. In this question, you will apply what you have understood about Communicative Language 
Teaching. You have been asked to teach a middle school beginner language class. Using 
the resource below: 

 
Step 1: Decide what the topic of the activity is. 
Step 2: Decide what the function(s) will be. 
Step 3: Create instructions to students about how to do the activity. 

 
 Student A Student B 

  
 Source: Brandl, K. (2008). Communicative language teaching in action. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson. 

 
 

In-Class Activity #2 (Picture Strip Story) 

8. In this question, you will apply what you have understood about Communicative Language 
Teaching. You have been asked to teach a high school intermediate language class. Using 
the resource below: 

 
Step 1: Decide what the topic of the activity is. 
Step 2: Decide what the function(s) will be. 
Step 3: Create instructions to students about how to do the activity. 

 

 
 Source: Ur, P. (2009). Grammar practice activities (2nd ed.). Cambridge, England: Cambridge University Press. 
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Personal Information Gap Activity – “A” 
 
Fill in the blanks by: 

 listening to the questions your partner asks you and writing them down. 
 asking your partner the questions and writing their down their answers. 

 
QUESTIONS: ANSWERS: 
1)  What’s one of your favorite foods?  

2)    

3)  What’s your favorite fruit?  

4)   

5)  Can you cook?  

6)   

7)  What did you have for breakfast today?  

8)  

9)  What did you have for dinner last night?  

10)  

11)  How often do you buy food at a convenience store?  

12)   

13)  What’s the strangest thing you’ve ever eaten?  

14)    

15)  YOUR QUESTION  

 



Logic Gap 
 
 

 
 
 

Student A 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Personal Information Gap Activity – “B” 
 
Fill in the blanks by: 

 listening to the questions your partner asks you and writing them down. 
 asking your partner the questions and writing their down their answers. 

 
QUESTIONS: ANSWERS: 
1)    

2)  What’s a food you hate?  

3)    

4)  What’s your favorite snack or dessert?  

5)    

6)  What can you make?  

7)    

8)  How often do you skip breakfast?  

9)    

10)  What kind of toppings do you like on your pizza?  

11)    

12)  Do you like ethnic food?  What kinds?  

13)    

14)  YOUR QUESTION  

15)    



Logic Gap 
 

 
 
 

Student B 

 
 
 



A Sheet                                            
 

Language Points 

Giving Street Names 
It’s on Pine Street 
It’s on 2nd Avenue. 
It’s on the corner of 2nd  
and Pine.  
Giving Nearby Landmarks 
It’s across from the bank. 
It’s next to the park. 
It’s opposite the library. 
 

Ask your partner where you 
can do the following: 

buy some steaks. 
see a movie 

order some sushi 
rent a bike 

pick up a bathing suit 
get some aspirin 

purchase some software 
Fill in the name of the buildings 
that belong in the blanks: 
(1)  Ming’s Dynasty 
(2) Hungry Burger 
(3)   
(4)  Elegant Shoes 
(5)   
(6)  Starlight Videos 
(7)   
(8)  Mike’s Bowling Alley 
(9)  
(10) Monet Cafe 
(11)  
(12) Ace Music CDs 
(13)  
(14) Mark’s Supermarket 

Use this map to give your partner suggestions and directions.   (15)  
 



B Sheet                                            
 

Language Points 

Giving Street Names 
It’s on Pine Street 
It’s on 2nd Avenue. 
It’s on the corner of 2nd  
and Pine.  
Giving Nearby Landmarks 
It’s across from the bank. 
It’s next to the park. 
It’s opposite the library. 
 

Ask your partner where you 
can do the following: 

rent a DVD 
go bowling 

grab a burger 
buy some shoes 

pick up some milk 
find a music CD 

go for a cup of coffee 
Fill in the name of the buildings 
that belong in the blanks: 
(1)  Ming’s Dynasty 
(2)  
(3)  Bedwell Theater 
(4)   
(5)  Beaches Swimwear 
(6)   
(7)  Niko Bikes 
(8)   
(9) Albert’s Pharmacy 
(10)  
(11) Future Computers 
(12)  
(13) A and A meats 
(14)  

Use this map to give your partner suggestions and directions.   (15) Edo Sushi 
 



 

 

What did Dan buy for his big date? Ask your partner for 
the missing information. Then confirm the total.  

 

Getting Information:  
What did he buy at London Rolls Bakery? 
How much was it? 
How much was the total? 
How did he pay for it? 

He bought a chocolate cake and two pastries. 
It was $12.50 for the cake and $2.00 for the pastries?  
With tax, the total came to 13.25? 
He paid $20.00 cash and got $6.75 change. 
(He put it on his credit card/He wrote a check.) 

Confirming Information: 
So that’s a total of $13.25 for the cake and pastries. That’s right.  
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