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Harmer’s Describing Learners 
(Please answer in full sentences and in your own words) 

 
1) How do learners differ? (Find at least 6 important differences) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
2) Which learning style(s) do you think you are? Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3)  What are some things that teachers can do to help motivate their students?  
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>EhS=,>Ph,*U)!S>IE!Ah)!O,,PR�h

�=,bhD!bh="[h,`K,P>,E),*h0>AUP,hIPh)O>S>)>RDh!ShR)=IIAh\=>)=hD!?,RhS=,Dh!E`>IURh!E*h
UE*,P�)IE5*,ESh!(IUShA,!PE>E<h!hA!E<U!<-�h

�!EbhIA*,Oh!*UASRh]IPPbhS=!ShS=,>Ph>ES,AA,)SU!AhKI^,ORhD"bh(,h*>D>E>R=>E<h\>S=h
!<,�h�=,bh!P,h)IE),PE,*hSIh?,,KhS=,>Ph)O,!S>W,hKI^-PRh!A>W,�hSIhD!>ES!>Eh!h�R-ER,hI/h
<,E,P!S>W>Sb�h��>AA>!DRh!E*h�UP*,Eh
����h����h�I^,W,Q�h!Rh�A!Eh�I<-PRhKI>ESRhIUS�hS=>Rh
<,E,O!S>W>Sbh>Rh*>O,)SBbhP,A!S,*hSIh=I\hDU)=hA,!PE>E<h=!Rh(,,Eh<I>E<hIEh>Eh!*UAShA>2h
(,7O,hS=,bh)ID,hSIh!hE,\hA,!PE>E<h,aK,P>-E),h�
����h�
��h

�II*hS,!)=,ORhI/h!*UASRhS!?,h!CAhI/hS=,R,h0)SIORh>ESIh!))IUES�h�=,bh!O,h!\!O,hS=!ShS=,>OhRSU*,ESRh
\>AAhI9,Eh(,hKP,K!P,+hSIhRS>)?h\>S=h!Eh!)S>W>Sbh7PhAIE<,PhS=!EhbIUE<,Ph A,!PE,PRh �hS=IU<=hSIIh
DU)=h(IO,*IDh)!EhI(W>IURAbh="Z,h!h*>R!RSPIURh,3-)ShIEhDIS>W!S>IE��h�Rh\,AAh!Rh>GZIAW>E<hS=,>Oh
RSU*,ESRh>EhDIP,h>E*>P,)ShA,!PE>E<hS=PIU<=hP,!*>E<�hA>RS,E>E<h!E*h)IDDUE>)!S>W,hRK,!?>E<h!E*h
\P>S>E<�hS=,bh!ARIh!AAI\hS=,DhSIhUR,hS=,>Ph>ES,AA,)SRhSIhA,!PEh)IER)>IURAbh\=,P,hS=>Rh>Rh!KKPIKO>!S,�h
�=,bh,E)IUP!<,hS=,>PhRSU*,ESRhSIhUR,hS=,>PhI\EhA>2h,`K,P>,E),h>EhS=,hA-!PE>E<hKPI),RR�hSII�h
�RhS,!)=,PRhI/h!*UASRh\,hR=IUA*hP,)I<E>R,hS=,hE,,*hSIhD>E>D>R,hS=,h(!*h,3,)SRhI/hK!RShA,!PE>E<h
,aM,O>,E),R�h h)!Eh*>D>E>R=hS=,h/,!PhI/h0>AUO,h(bhI3,P>E<h!)S>W>S>,Rh\=>)=h!P,h!)=>,W!(A-h!E*h
(bhK"b>E<hRK,)>!Ah!SS,FS>IEhSIhS=,hA-W,AhI/h)=!AA,E<,hKO,R,ES,*h(bh,`,O)>R,R�h�,hE,,*hSIhA>RS,EhSIh
RSU*,ESR�h)JE),PER�hSII�h!E*�h>EhD!Ebh)!R,R�hDI*>;h\=!Sh\,h*IhSIhRU>ShS=,>OhA,!OE>E<hS!RS,R�h

����	��
�������
���

�=,hDID,FSh\,hP,!A>R,hS=!Sh!h)A!RRh>Rh)IDKIR,*hI/h>E*>W>*U!ARh�P!S=,PhS=!Fh(,>E<hRID,h@>E*hI/h
UE>5-*h\=IA,��h^,h=!W,hTIhRS!PShS=>E?>E<h!(IUSh=I\hSIhP,RKIF*hSIhS=,R,hRSU*,ESRh>E*>W>*U!AAbh
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Learning styles ± Modality Preference Inventory 
http://homepages.wmich.edu/~jmcgowan/CTE344/session3/Modalityinventory.

Often (3) Sometimes (2) Seldom/Never (1)

Visual Modality 
____ I remember information better if I write it down. 
____ Looking at the person helps keep me focused. 
____ I need a quiet place to get my work done. 
____ When I take a test, I can see the textbook page in my head. 
____ I need to write down directions, not just take them verbally. 
____ Music or background noise distracts my attention from the task at hand. 
____ I don¶t always get the meaning of a joke. 
____ I doodle and draw pictures on the margins of my notebook pages. 
____ I have trouble following lectures. 
____ I react very strongly to colors. 
____ Total 

Auditory Modality 
____ My papers and notebooks always seem messy. 
____ When I read, I need to use my index finger to track my place on the line. 
____ I do not follow written directions well. 
____ If I hear something, I will remember it. 
____ Writing has always been difficult for me. 
____ I often misread words from the text (i.e., “them” for “then”). 
____ I would rather listen and learn than read and learn. 
____ I¶m not very good at interpreting and individual¶s body language. 
____ Pages with small print or poor quality copies are difficult for me to read. 
____ My eyes tire quickly, even though my vision check-up is always fine. 
____ Total 

Kinesthetic/Tactile Modality 
____ I start a project before reading the directions. 
____ I hate to sit at a desk for long periods of time. 
____ I prefer first to see something done and then to do it myself. 
____ I use the trial and error approach to problem-solving. 
____ I like to read my textbook while riding an exercise bike. 
____ I take frequent study breaks. 
____ I have a difficult time giving step-by-step instructions. 
____ I enjoy sports and do well at several different types of sports. 
____ I use my hands when describing things. 
____ I have to rewrite or type my class notes to reinforce the material. 
____ Total 

Total the score for each section. A score of 21 points or more in a modality indicates strength in that area. The 
highest of the 3 scores indicates the most efficient method of information intake. The second highest score 
indicates the modality that boosts the primary strength. For example, a score of 23 in the visual modality indicates 
a strong visual learner. Such a learner benefits from the text, from filmstrips, charts, graphs, etc. If the second 
highest score is auditory, then the individual would benefit from audiotapes, lectures, etc. If you are strong 
kinesthetically, then taking notes and rewriting class notes should reinforce information. 
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LEARNER TYPES 

Note: The following are in no way concrete or absolutes! 

VisXal Learners Wend Wo« 
be neat and orderly

speak quickly
be good spellers

have trouble remembering instructions unless they are written down
often ask people to repeat themselves

doodle during phone conversations
often knoZ Zhat to sa\ bXt can¶t think of the right Zords

need to have an overall picture of a project before they start
be strong, fast readers

AXdiWor\ Learners Wend Wo« 
talk to themselves while working

be easily distracted by noise
enjoy reading aloud and listening

repeat back and mimic tone and intonation
find writing difficult

be good public speakers
like music more than art

love discussions and give long descriptions
have problems with activities like jigsaws

spell better out loud than in writing

KinesWheWic Learners Wend Wo« 
speak slowly

respond to physical rewards
touch people to get attention

stand close when talking to someone
move around a lot

learn by doing
memorize by walking and seeing

gesture a lot
not sit still for a long time
not remember geography

want to act things out
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