“BABY TALK”
(Child Language Acquisition)

Viewing/Study Guide

Answer to all the following questions are contained in the tape and occur in the same sequence as they appear on this viewing guide.
The main question regarding child language acquisition is:

How is it that young children, with relatively limited input and experience, are able to acquire a sophisticated system of language and are able to produce and understand a vast number of new sentences they have never heard before?

1.  In the traditional view, what are the three stages children go through in acquiring language?

2.  What did Noam Chomsky propose in the 1950s which called into question the traditional view?

3.  What evidence did Chomsky use to come up with his hypothesis of the Language Acquisition Device?

4.  What are some of the objections to the existence of the Language Acquisition Device which other scholars have put forward?

5.  What experimental evidence is provided for innate language capacities in babies?

HINT:  Explain the research findings related to the following areas:

facial affect, respiration and heart rate of 4-day old baby:

cry patterns:

distinguishing language & speech from other sounds:

babies’ classification of acoustic sounds into categories:

breast-feeding patterns:

proto-conversations (eye contact & gestures):

6.  What are some of the things parents do to help children acquire language?

7.  According to the film, what is the importance of reading books for the development of children’s language?

8.  What does the film say about functional vs. social uses of language in babies?

9.  What stages does David Crystal distinguish in the development of child language?

10.  In answer to the perennial question “Which comes first: language or thought?”, what does 
the research with babies discussed in the film show?

11.  What was Vygotsky’s theory of the stages of child language development?

12.  What was Piaget’s theory of the stages of child language development?

13.  What is meant by the term “bootstrapping”?

14.  For a child learning language, what possible kinds of cognitive processes must be taking place, i.e. what must a child do to establish a relationship between semantics (the meanings of words) and syntax  (the rules governing their proper usage) in order to create language?

